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1 Introduction

2 PIL Conventions in the Americas before World War II
8 Inter—American Conventions adopted by the CIDIP

4 Concluding remarks

(1) The purpose of this paper is two—fold: to introduce the multilateral
private international law conventions concluded in the Americas and to con-
sider the contents of the draft Convention on civil liability for transboundary
pollution that will be adopted at the CIDIP-6.

(2) The first multilateral convention on private international law was
adopted in 1878 by some South American States and in 1889 the Montevideo
conventions on private international law were concluded between some
American states. It should be noted that they were adopted early before the
first meeting of the Hague Conference in 1893. The so—called Bustamante
Code should be also pointed out as one of the achievements in the Americas
before World War IL

(3) In order to harmonize the Montevideo Conventions, the Bustamante
Code and the US. law, the Organization of American States established the
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Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law
(CIDIP). Thus far the CIDIP has adopted 21 Conventions and 2 additional
Protocols. In this paper I try to explain each convention briefly. The next
CIDIP Conference will be held in 2002 that will adopt the Convention on civil
liability for transboundary pollution. As this draft Convention seems too
plaintiff- oriented, it is possible that some states may make objections.

(4) The feature of Inter—American Conventions is its comprehensiveness.
It should also be pointed out that some of the CIDIP Conventions provide for
unique or innovative solutions. As to the recent activities of CIDIP, it seems

-not so aggressive. This may be due to the Hague Conference. Many Ameri-
can States now participate in the work of Hague Conference, so that the im-
portance of the CIDIP might have been diminished. On the other hand, at
the Inter—American summit held in April 2001 it was decided to establish
the Free Trade Area of Americas until late 2005. As integration strengthens
it will become more necessary to formulate uniform private international law
rules in the same way as the European countries have done.



